Ms. Ward-Loveland

 AVID Elective Syllabus 2014-2015
Welcome to our class!  AVID is an elective college preparatory program that prepares students to attend a four-year college upon high school graduation.  The mission of AVID is to close the achievement gap by preparing all students for college readiness and success in a global society.  I will be here to support you every step of the way!  We are going to have a fantastic year together!
Classroom Expectations/Student Responsibilities:
1. Attend class and come prepared with all necessary materials.

2. Do all assigned work.
3. Be where you belong at all times.

4. Control your own behavior.

5. Follow all directions. 

6. Speak to others in a considerate manner.

7. Be responsible for your own learning.  (This means listen to directions, complete assignments and participate.  You are expected to actively and thoughtfully participate in all classroom activities.  Your participation is the key to the success of our class).

8. Practice, show, and expect respect. Respect the rights, feelings, and property of others.

Discipline:

When a student chooses to violate a school rule, or behave in an inappropriate manner in our classroom, the following consequences will occur in an attempt to stop the behavior from continuing:


First occurrence:  Warning


Second occurrence:  Teacher/student conference and parent/guardian contact

Third occurrence:  30 minute detention to reflect on inappropriate behavior, and to devise a plan to raise the student’s level of behavior to an appropriate and desired level

Fourth occurrence:  Referral to the Dean



** If a student is severely disruptive, he or she will be sent to the Dean immediately.

Grading:

Students will be graded on a traditional scale. Grades will be earned through the successful completion of group and individual projects and activities, homework, quizzes, and unit tests. Below are the percentages for each letter grade:

A = 90-100%


B = 80-89%


C = 70-79%


D = 60-69%


F =   0- 59%

All work will be assigned a point value and will be awarded the appropriate letter grade based on the student’s effort, understanding of the material, and level of completion.  The various opportunities the student’s will have to demonstrate their knowledge and expertise in AVID will include, but not be limited to, the following:

Class work:  This includes all in-class activities, quick writes, Tutorials, Cornell note taking, Learning Logs, 
Philosophical Chair discussions, Socratic Seminars, Binder Checks and other activities that will support you in AVID.

Homework:  This includes, but is not limited to, Tutorial Request Forms, Learning Logs, current events, Costa’s Levels of 
Questioning Vocabulary, TILTS=Things I learned today, and other work that will support you in AVID. 

Projects:  This includes individual and group projects (This may be included in class work)

Quizzes:  Planned quizzes and pop quizzes on anything, and everything, we have covered in class.

Signatures:  Progress reports will be sent home about every 5 to 6 weeks.  All progress reports must be 


signed by a parent or guardian and returned.  The weekly agenda must be signed every Monday night as well.
Homework:
All homework must be completed by the beginning of the class period the following school day unless otherwise specified.

Late/Missing Assignments:

All late work will be marked down 20% for each day it is late. Therefore, no assignments will be accepted after TWO days, and therefore will be listed in the grade book as a missing assignment.
Second Chance Policy

If you are unhappy with your grade on a quiz you have two weeks from the time we review the quiz to improve your grade.  All you need to do is study, then arrange a time with me (nutrition break, and/or before or after school) to come in and retake it.  I will then average the two scores together and change your grade.  Retaking a quiz can only improve your grade; it will never lower your grade.

No Name Policy:

If you fail to write your name on your paper, you will be docked one letter grade.  All work turned in without a name will be placed in the no name tub.  If you think you did an assignment, yet you did not receive a grade, it is probably in the No Name tub.
Detention:

If you are unable to make a scheduled detention for any reason your parent or guardian must contact me via phone, email, text, my website at www.wardswebsite.weebly.com, or in writing ahead of time to reschedule.

Absences:

Students are expected to make up all work missed if absent.  It is the student’s responsibility to check the weekly plan on the white board, check my website at www.wardswebsite.weebly.com, or ask another student for missed assignments.  Students are given one extra day for each day absent.  If a student is absent the day an assignment is due, they are expected to turn it in the day they return to school.
Materials Needed: for ALL AVID students the 2 inch Binder is a REQUIREMENT
** One 2 inch Three Ring Binder to be used for ALL subjects, with tabs for all subjects, with a special tab for AVID where you will create spaces for Tutorial Request forms, Cornell Notes, and extra paper.

** Lined paper 

** Pens (2) (blue or black ink) 
**Pencils (2)
**Pencil Pouch
**Eraser


**Agenda/Planner    ** Colored markers 
** Glue Stick
** Scissors
** Highlighter
**Ruler

I will provide some of the above mentioned items such as the glue sticks, colored markers, and scissors for the students to use during in class activities, but they may need their own to use at home as well.
Field Trips:  We will go on several field trips this year to enhance your child’s classroom lessons.  I will post the pictures from these trips on my website.  You signature below indicates that I have your permission to share your child’s image online.

Extra Help:

I am available for extra help after school most days, except Tuesdays, from 2:45 until 3:15.  If you need help please ask me, and we will make arrangements to work together.  If extra help is needed beyond this scheduled time, please feel free to contact me.  My contact information is below.
Positive Reinforcement:

Students who go above and beyond classroom expectations will be rewarded with tickets for a weekly raffle.  Some of the prizes available will be No Homework passes, school supplies, and other assorted goodies, which may include lollipops, small chocolate bars, or other edible treats.   On each Friday I will draw 3 to 5 names and those students will win school supplies, No Homework passes, and various other items.  

DEAR FAMILIES:

The success of this plan depends, in large part, on your support.  Please discuss the syllabus with your child, sign it, and return it to me.  If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call me or email me.

Thank you for your support!

Tiffany Ward-Loveland



Contact Information: 

Teacher-World and United States History

Phone:  Cell:  619-807-0257, Work: (213)745-3700
Room:  226


Avid Coordinator




Email:  taw0152@lausd.net  or   tiffanyanneward@aol.com
John Adams Middle School


Website:  www.wardswebsite.weebly.com
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________


Date: _____________

Student Signature:  _________________________________________


Date: _____________
